LKPIDOCARYIN-a?	257
pair is male and the other hermaphrodite in appearance, but
physiologically only female; both kinds of flowers are sym-
metrical and thinly coriaceous; calyx cyathiform campanulate,
and more or less deeply 3-lobed; the corolla longer than the
calyx, and more or leSvS deeply divided into 3 valvate segments,
but always undivided and campanulate or urceolate in its basal
part. The male flowers open before the female and have the
filaments connate and adnate to the undivided part of the
corolla; antheis elongate, dorsifixed, versatile, with parallel
cells opening longitudinally and laterally; rudimentary ovary
very small, consisting of 3 very small papilliform bodies.
Female or pseudo-hermaphrodite flowers opening after the fall
of ail the male ones; calyx, corolla and stamens as in the male
flowers; ovary ovoid or turbinate, narrowing above into a thick
acuminate style, unilocular; stigmas small, acute, connivent;
ovules 3> basilar, erect, anatropous*
Fruit globose or turbinate, covered with imbricating scales;
niesocarp suberose or spongy; endocarp very thin, pellicular.
Seed solitary, globose, erect in the cavity; hilum basal, orbicular
or elliptical; surface of the seed, divested of the integument,
even and not pitted; albumen homogeneous, bony, and, in a
vertical section through the embryo, horse-shoe-shaped; embryo
basal.
Species about 9.
distribution.—The Indian floral region.
uses.—Metroxylon furnishes the best sago. In order to
procure it the trunk is split into logs a few feet long, their soft
interior extracted, pounded, and thrown into water; the water
is then drained off from the pulpy mass, when the starch
comes away with it, and, after being allowed to settle, is
prepared and purified by successive washings. A tree fifteen
years of age will yield from 600 to 800 pounds. The sago-meal, as
it is called, is the form in which this starch is procured, although
ii is not commonly imported to Europe in this state. The usual
form in which it is brought to the market is called Pearl Sago.
We follow Bennet in the description of the process by which
this sago is prepared. The raw sago is a mass of rather soft
consistence and of a dirty white colour, being mingled with
several impurities. It first undergoes several different washings
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